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to watch them that they should not sleep till they changed their religion. Many of them fled into all parts as they could escape, poor and naked; for their estates were stopped and themselves condemned to the. galleys if they were taken attempting to fly.
December 2. His Majesty this day declared that he had reprieved the Lord Brandon, who had his day set to be executed three days afterwards. Tina was & great act of clemency in his Majesty, he having been pardoned before by the late King for breaking a boy's neck when he was drunk, which he had been condemned for as guilty of murder.
The favourites of the Court began to differ amongst themselves. Lord Sunderland was made President of the Council, and continued Secretary of State. The Queen was artificially possessed by this lord, who was fallen out with the Lord Treasurer, that the relations and friends of the King's first wife were in greatest favour, and had the best places an Bochester, Clarendon, Dartmouth, and others, whilst the friends of her who was queen regent, had none so considerable, and of which number were reckoned Lord Sunderland, the Lord Chancellor, and Lord Churchill; upon which they began to work secretly one against the other.
I had seen so many changes and so many great and little men removed in my time, that I confess it began to cool my ambition, and make mo think there was a time when every thinking man would choose to retire and to be content with his own, rather than venture that and his conscience for the getting of more ; and a little- left to his family in that way was better than more gotten by otlu»r means. Wot that I found the King less kind, or despaired of making or preserving my iuterewt, though my great friend was removed ; for could I have persuaded myself to have come up to the point that some did, I bad a fairer opportunity of raising myself now than ever; but